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 A Family Affair
Like her mother, Kiran Desai is a voice to be reckoned with

The Man Booker Prize for Fiction is 
one of the most prestigious liter-

ary prizes. First established in 1969 
and initially sponsored by the Booker-
McConnell company, the award was 
renamed the Man Booker prize in 
2002 when the investment firm Man 
Group became the major sponsor. 

The prize is awarded annually to 
an English-language author from the 
British Commonwealth or the Repub-
lic of Ireland. The winner is chosen 
by a panel of judges, largely made 
up of prominent writers, critics and 
members of the publishing industry. 
The 2006 jury included the biogra-
pher Hermione Lee as chair, Anthony 
Quinn, Fiona Shaw, Candia McWilliam 
and Simon Armitage.
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GOOD GENES: Kiran Desai holds a copy of her 
Booker-winning novel The Inheritance Of Loss.


